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Túlio R B Zille 
Political Science Dept. 
Johns Hopkins University 
 
Program for the Study of Women, Gender, and Sexuality (WGS) 
Teaching Fellowship Spring 2017 
 
Instructor’s email: tzille1@jhu.edu 
Office hours: TBD 
 
 

Feminism and Queer Theory: 
The Master’s Tools Will Never Dismantle the Master’s House 

 
 
I. Course description 
 
“The Master’s Tools Will Never Dismantle the Master’s House:” the call for political change 
implicit in the title of Audre Lorde’s iconic essay put at stake something more profound than the 
result of change itself: that radical critique is perhaps only possible through tools unfamiliar to 
the “master.” As a Black lesbian woman, Lorde denounced white feminism for being complicit 
with patriarchy by not acknowledging marginal women’s experiences as a source of strength and 
creativity. Inspired by the title and impetus of Lorde’s essay, this course seeks to ask what 
happens when we start seeing the world through unfamiliar, alternative, tools or sensibilities? 
What different pictures of critique—ones that don’t merely focus on replacing the master’s house 
with other strong edifices—are allowed to emerge? With these questions in mind, the main 
objective of this course is to expose us to alternative sensibilities and ways of thinking offered by 
voices that experience gender and sexuality beyond Western norms and counter-norms. This 
course is not so much focused on studying the non-West, but rather on how looking at gender 
and sexuality beyond the West can teach us something about our own lives. 
 
This course is a seminar specially intended for more advanced undergraduate students. A good 
background in the social sciences and humanities is helpful, but not required. If you would like to 
acquire further background, please consult with me to make appropriate alternative 
arrangements. This is a seminar that focuses on discussion. However, I will make brief 
interventions when deemed appropriate to assist you, on the one hand, to grasp the more 
complex concepts and theories dealt with in the readings, and on the other, to become 
acquainted with the general historical and political contexts relevant to each week. You are 
expected to complete the assigned course material (both readings and other materials such as 
videos) in a timely fashion, and to contribute actively to our weekly discussions. Please notify me 
if, for any reason, you will need to be absent from class. More than one unexcused absence may 
negatively affect your final grade. Finally, do not hesitate to come to my office hours, or to contact 
me for an appointment if you would like to discuss any concerns you have regarding the course, 
or if you would just like to chat. 
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II. Assignments 
 
a) Bi-weekly news posts: starting on the second week, you will be asked to post two different 
news articles, from two different sources, on the same or related topic having to do with 
feminism, gender, sexuality, broadly understood, and preferably related to the subjects discussed 
in class. Please write a roughly 150-200 words summary of the news and how the different sources 
address (or not) them differently. (Further instructions will be given via email or during class). 
Being concise and to the point is a valuable skill you should practice. The news articles do not 
have to be diametrically opposed in their views on the topic, sometimes differences are small and 
nuanced and that is ok too. In addition to mainstream news sources, such as The New York 
Times, or CNN, you may consult alternative ones. You are also welcome and encouraged to read 
sources from outside of the US, and also in languages other than English. For your reference, 
below you will find a list of news sources in English from around the globe: 
 
BBC World Service  
http://www.bbcworldservice.com/  
 
The Guardian 
http://www.guardian.co.uk/  
 
Al-Jazeera  
http://english.aljazeera.net/  
 
Al-Arabiya  
http://www.alarabiya.net/english/  
 
Der Spiegel  
http://www.spiegel.de/international/  
 
Moscow Times  
http://www.themoscowtimes.com/index.htm  
 
 

Latin American Press  
http://www.lapress.org/index.asp  
 
Afrik Daily  
http://en.afrik.com/  
 
Agence France-Presse 
http://www.afp.com/afpcom/en/ 
 
The Japan Times 
http://www.japantimes.co.jp/  
 
The Times of India 
http://timesofindia.indiatimes.com/  
 
China Daily 
http://usa.chinadaily.com.cn/ 

b) Seminar presentation: one time during the semester, you will sign up with one of your peers to 
present on a topic related to that week’s material and lead the discussion. This can include, but is 
not limited to: researching and sharing materials relevant to that week's topic, facilitating and 
proposing questions for discussion, preparing group activities, linking your topic with the 
assigned readings, etc. The format is flexible, but you are advised to discuss with me any 
potential topics and materials you have in mind on the week prior to your presentation. If there is 
space, you may sign up for more than one week for extra credit.  
 
c) Weekly 1-2 page (double-spaced) response papers: these papers are intended for you to reflect 
more deeply on the class material, i.e., why were you particularly moved by a specific point in the 
readings? How do different readings speak to each other? In what ways did they invite you to 
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think differently? This is a chance for you to refine and delve into particular points of discussion, 
rather than summarizing specific readings. At the end of each response, please write a few 
questions that you would like us to discuss in class. You are allowed to skip one week during the 
semester. Papers are due by 11pm on Mondays before class (to my email). 
 
 
III. Evaluation 
 
a) Distribution: 
 
 
Bi-weekly news posts: 15% 
Seminar presentation: 15% 
Participation: 20% 
Weekly response papers: 50% 
 
b) Scale: 
 
<60: F 
60-63: D- 
64-66: D 
67-69: D+ 
70-73: C- 
74-76: C 
77-79: C+ 
80-83: B-  
84-86: B 
87-89: B+ 
90-93: A- 
94-100: A  
 
c) Note on participation: 
 
Participation entails contributions to class discussion that demonstrate your thoughtful 
engagement with the material and topics, and this can also come in the form of questions. You do 
not have to feel confident that you understood everything in a text in order to participate in the 
discussion, nor do you have to worry about the exact number of times you participate. 
Additionally, other ways to participate include my office hours, and attending events (ie., talks, 
exhibits) that are related to the topics discussed in class and writing about your experiences. 
 
 
IV. Use of laptops: 
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Studies show that the use of laptops can be distracting to both the user and his/her peers. The 
use of laptops during the seminar is highly discouraged, particularly because we will focus on 
discussion and your participation is essential for the success of the course. However, if for special 
reasons you must use a laptop, please notify me. Check out this recent study on the importance of 
taking notes by hand: http://pss.sagepub.com/content/25/6/1159. 
 
 
V. Academic Ethics: 
 
This is the University's official Ethics Statement: “The Strength of the university depends on 
academic and personal integrity. In this course, you must be honest and truthful. Ethical 
violations include cheating on exams, plagiarism, reuse of assignments, improper use of the 
Internet and electronic devises, unauthorized collaboration, alteration of graded assignments, 
forgery, and falsification, lying, facilitating academic dishonesty, and unfair competition.” For 
more information, please see http://ethics.jhu.edu. 
 
 
VI. Special Accommodations: 
 
If you are a student with a disability or believe you might have a disability that requires 
accommodations, please contact Student Disability Services, 385 Garland, (410) 516-
4720, studentdisabilityservices@jhu.edu. 
 
 

Weekly Schedule 
 
There is no required book purchase for this class. Readings will be either available on the 
Internet, the library webpage, or through a Dropbox folder I set up for this course. A link will be 
provided to you via email. 
 
Part I – Speaking from the Margins 

Part one of the course is intended as an introduction to the conceptual framework that 
will be a reference for subsequent weeks. We will start with Audrey Lorde’s essay to explore 
the idea of focusing on the “tools” used to construct the “master’s house,” and the significance 
of being at the margins of the margin. Spivak’s “Can the Subaltern Speak?” opens a necessary 
discussion on what it means to speak, and more importantly, to be heard. Rancière’s essay is a 
bridge between Spivak and Lorde: for Rancière, a moment of dissent/politics only happens 
when something new is introduced to an established order, that is, the moment when a 
previously unintelligible voice becomes audible. 

Subsequently, the course turns to important contemporary debates regarding gender 
and sexuality. First, we will look at how the legacies of imperialism and colonialism have 
shaped and continue to shape gender relations and identity in the global south. Secondly, we 
will move into the topics of freedom and agency (focusing on Western views of gender and 
Islam) and homophobia, with the aim of opening a discussion on dominant concepts of 
freedom, agency, and identity, in relationship to how non-Western spaces are commonly seen 
in the West.  
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Week 1 – Introduction 
 
January 31 
 
Getting to know each other 
 
 
Week 2 – Foundations 
 
February 7 
 
Adichie, Chimamanda. "The Danger of a Single Story," available 
at http://www.ted.com/talks/chimamanda_adichie_the_danger_of_a_single_story?language=en 
 
Lorde, Audre. "The master’s tools will never dismantle the master’s house." in R. 
Lewis, Feminist Postcolonial Theory: A Reader. Hoboken: Taylor and Francis, 2013.  
 
Rancière, Jacques. "Ten theses on politics." Theory & event 5.3, 2001. 
 
 
Week 3 – Colonial legacies  
 
February 14 
 
Mendoza, Breny. "Coloniality of Gender and Power." The [Oxford] Handbook of Feminist 
Theory (2015): 100. 
 
Spivak, Gayatri Chakravorty. "Can the subaltern speak?" 
 
 
Week 4 – Colonial legacies (cont.) 
 
February 21 
 
LaDuke, Winona. Last standing woman. Voyageur Press, 1999. 
 
Minh-Ha, Trinh T. "Woman, native, other." Bloomington: Indiana UP, 1989. Ch. 2. 
 
Trask, Haunani-Kay. From a Native Daughter : Colonialism and Sovereignty In Hawaiʻi. Rev. 
ed. Honolulu: University of Hawaiʻi Press, 1999. 
 
 
Week 5 – Global Feminisms 
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February 28 
 
Narayan, Uma. Dislocating cultures: Identities, traditions, and third world feminism. 
Routledge, 2013. 
 
Mohanty, Chandra Talpade. "Under Western eyes: Feminist scholarship and colonial 
discourses." Feminist review (1988): 61-88. 
 
 
Week 6 – Freedom and agency  
 
March 7 
 
Brown, Wendy. Regulating Aversion : Tolerance In the Age of Identity and Empire. Princeton, N.J.: 
Princeton University Press, 2006. 
 
Mahmood, Saba. Politics of Piety: The Islamic Revival and the Feminist Subject. : Princeton 
University Press, 2011. 
 
Phạm, Quỳnh N. "Enduring Bonds: Politics and Life Outside Freedom as 
Autonomy." Alternatives: Global, Local, Political 38.1 (2013): 29-48. 
 
 
Week 7 – Homophobia/Orientalism 
 
March 14 
 
Massad, Joseph Andoni. Desiring Arabs. Chicago: University of Chicago Press, 2007. 
 
Rao, Rahul. "The locations of homophobia." London Review of International Law 2.2 (2014): 
169-199. 
 
Ibid. 'Echoes of Imperialism in LGBT Activism.' In: Nicolaïdis, Kalypso and Sèbe, 
Berny and Maas, Gabrielle, (eds.), Echoes of Empire: Memory, Identity and Colonial 
Legacies. London: I. B. Tauris, 2015. pp. 355-372 
 
 
Week 8 – Interrogating Identity  
 
March 28 
 
Muñoz, José Esteban. Disidentifications: Queers of color and the performance of politics. U of 
Minnesota Press, 1999. 
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DarkMatter. Performances from “It Gets Bitter” 
 
 
Part II – Alternative visions 
 

 
Week 9 – Intersectionality 
 
April 4 
 
Crenshaw, Kimberle. "Mapping the margins: Intersectionality, identity politics, and violence 
against women of color." Stanford law review (1991): 1241-1299. 
  
Davis, Angela Y. Women, race, & class. Vintage, 2011. 
 
 
Week 10 – Politics otherwise 
 
April 11 
 
hooks, bell. Teaching to Transgress : Education As the Practice of Freedom. New York: 
Routledge, 1994. 
 
Fernandes, Leela. Transforming feminist practice: Non-violence, social justice and the 
possibilities of a spiritualized feminism. Aunt Lute Books, 2003. 
 
Hunt, Sarah, and Cindy Holmes. "Everyday Decolonization: Living a Decolonizing Queer 
Politics." Journal of lesbian studies 19.2 (2015): 154-172. 
 
 
Week 11 – Dwelling ‘in’ the Border 
 
April  18 
 
Anzaldúa, Gloria. Borderlands =: La Frontera. 2nd ed. San Francisco: Aunt Lute Books, 1999. 
 

Part two concentrates on alternative visions. In the first two weeks, we will focus on the topics of 
intersectionality and feminist and queer politics. These weeks address the timeliness and urgency 
of discussions about the intersection between different forms of marginality, and the necessity of 
rethinking resistance strategies in a context of renewed discontent against racism in this country. 
Secondly, we will read authors whose works present alternative understandings of borders. 
Thirdly, we will ask if there is such a thing as women’s writing, and if so what is it. 
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Nandorfy, Martha. “Beyond the Binaries of Critical Thought and Toward Feeling-Thinking 
Stories.” Review of Education, Pedagogy, and Cultural Studies, 30:3-4, 2008: 316-331. 
 
Rivera Cusicanqui, Silvia. Interview. Sep 2014. Available at: 
http://upsidedownworld.org/main/bolivia-archives-31/5031-indigenous-anarchist-critique-of-
bolivias-indigenous-state-interview-with-silvia-rivera-cusicanqui 
 
 
Week 12 – What is “Women’s Writing”? 
 
April 25 
 
Djebar, Assia, and Tegan Raleigh. The Tongue's Blood Does Not Run Dry : Algerian 
Stories. 1st trade pbk. ed. New York: Seven Stories Press, 2009. 
 
Lispector, Clarice. Complete Stories. New York: New Directions, 2015. 
 
Cixous, Hélène, et al. “The Laugh of the Medusa.” Signs, vol. 1, no. 4, 1976, pp. 875–893. 
www.jstor.org/stable/3173239. 
 
Minh-Ha, Trinh T. "Woman, native, other." Bloomington: Indiana UP, 1989. Ch. 1. 
 
 
Week 13 – TBD as a class 
 
May 1 
 


